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Kossuth/Palo Alto County Economic Development Corporation

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT!

Kossuth-Palo Alto County
Intern Program

Kossuth/Palo County Economic Development Corporation (K/PACEDC) will be 
celebrating its 20th Anniversary of our Summer Intern Program in 2019.   The Intern 
Program was developed in 1999 as a method to attract and keep our high school and 
college graduates in the area to maintain a skilled workforce and to learn and receive 
job training for future employment.  The Summer Intern Program has grown and been 
enhanced over the years, and provides skill building sessions and events for students 
that have graduated from high school and are enrolled in college.  We have a key 
committee, the Career-Intern Committee, that plans and volunteers to work at the various 
Intern events throughout the summer.  The committee is truly volunteering their time to 
make a difference for our area.   The program will be in its 20th year of existence with 
approximately 25 businesses participating and 40 to 50 Interns enrolled annually.
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Sometimes work takes you places that surprise 
you - in a very good way!

I was in the small town of Bancroft, Iowa, yesterday 
(June 21, 2018) for a day-long meeting.  Bancroft 
is in far North Central Iowa, but quite close to Blue 
Earth, Minnesota. Bancroft leaders invited us to hold 
this meeting in their town, promoting the summer-
league college-player baseball team, distillery, great 
downtown café recognized statewide for its burgers.

By Bill Menner | Executive Director | Iowa Rural Development Council
FUN IN A TOWN OF 700!

But, it was the culture of the place and its 
preservation efforts that also stand out!

St. John the Baptist Catholic Church still anchors 
the town, but immediately next door are two 
buildings - the former K-12 Catholic school and 
the former convent. While the Sioux City Diocese 
still maintains offi ces in a wing of the former 
school, much of it was sold to the local community 
foundation.  It houses a day care, meeting space, 
a to-be-rehabbed gym/auditorium and ultimately 
apartments and condos upstairs.  

The former convent, meanwhile, has been the 
Sisterʼs Inn B&B for more than a decade.  Itʼs a 
lovely space with (not surprisingly) small, simple 
rooms.  It has a nicely furnished common room 
and still maintains the conventʼs original chapel.

Not many rural towns of 700 have the activity 
that Bancroft enjoys.  There is a vibrant downtown, 
a successful grocery store, a major employer, 
Aluma (https://www.alumaklm.com/) and very 

soon the Farmstead S&B Distillery that will produce 
160 gallons of whiskey per week once it opens later 
this year.

Hats off to the good folks of Bancroft.  They are 
doing all of the things necessary 
to keep their town vibrant!
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ITC MIDWEST ENERGIZES NEW TRANSMISSION LINE IN KOSSUTH COUNTY

Following years of planning and construction, ITC 
Midwest has completed construction and energized 
a new electric transmission line in Kossuth County.  
As a major segment of Multi-Value Project (MVP) 
3, the 345-kilovolt transmission line connects ITC 
Midwestʼs Lakefi eld Junction and Huntley substations 
in southern Minnesota, and the Ledyard switching 
station and Kossuth substation in northern Iowa.  
To complement the 37-mile segment of this line 
constructed in Kossuth County, ITC invested in the 
new Ledyard switching station. 

MVP 3 is one of 17 Multi-Value Projects designed 
by the Midcontinent Independent Operator (MISO) 
designed to provide access to low-cost electricity 
generation, improve reliability and effi ciency, 
and expand access to renewable energy resources 
throughout the Midwest region.  Specifi cally, this 
transmission line will carry clean, renewable and 
cost-effective wind energy from southern Minnesota 
and northern Iowa to electric consumers across the 
region.  The new line will improve reliability and 
effi ciency while reducing system congestion.   

In addition, this line benefi ts communities by 
relieving stress on lower-voltage lines that deliver 
power to communities in northern Iowa, including 

Kossuth County.  Due to the interconnected nature 
of the grid, communities throughout the region can 
benefi t from this transmission line, even if they are 
not located in close proximity to the project. 

Along with bringing new sources of energy into 
Kossuth County, the line has already provided 
signifi cant economic benefi ts, which will continue 
into the future.  Throughout the building process, 
construction crews patronized area businesses.  In 
addition, the transmission infrastructure provided by 
the project helps to spur economic development and 
job growth, as well as accommodate the growing 
needs of electricity users.
 As it has throughout planning and construction, ITC 
will continue to work closely with landowners and 
county offi cials, as well as economic development 
and community leaders. The company is grateful for 
the tremendous support it has received throughout 
all stages of the project and is pleased to provide 
more reliable access to energy and positively 
contribute to the regionʼs quality of life.

About ITC Midwest
ITC Midwest LLC is a wholly-owned subsidiary 

of ITC Holdings Corp. (ITC), the nationʼs largest 
independent electricity transmission company. ITC 
Midwest operates more than 6,600 circuit miles 
of transmission lines in Iowa, Minnesota, Illinois 
and Missouri. ITCʼs focus on transmission and grid 
development drives operational excellence and 
delivers superior value for customers, communities 
and other stakeholders.

A segment of the completed ITC Midwest 345-kilovolt 
electric transmission line in Kossuth County.
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Algona, Iowa, October 10, 2018 –DuPont Pioneer® 
has had a long history in Algona – a legacy that will 
continue under the new name of Corteva AgriscienceTM 
once the company emerges as an independent, publicly 
traded company when the previously announced spinoff is 
complete by June 2019. Corteva Agriscience will combine 
the strengths of DuPont Pioneer, DuPont Crop Protection 
and Dow AgroSciences to provide growers around the 
world with the most complete portfolio in the industry. 
The global company will be headquartered in Wilmington, 
DE with global business centers in Indianapolis, IN and 
Johnston, IA.  

The new Corteva Agriscience will offer a 
comprehensive, balanced and diverse seed, crop 
protection and digital service solutions to yield results. 
Products like PhytoGen Breeding Traits™ offer built-in 
protection against some of the most common pests and 
diseases in cotton while Elevore® herbicide is a new 
game-changing fall burndown treatment labeled for use 
in soybeans, corn and cotton. Corteva Agriscience crop 
protection products reduce risks and increase farmer 
control over pests, weeds and diseases. The companyʼs 
software solutions and digital services assist growers 
in building and sustaining stronger businesses by 
maximizing yield with data-driven crop models, improved 
teamwork effi ciency and communication.

Specifi c to Algona, Corteva Agriscience will retain two 
locations – the Research Center and Production Plant.  The 
Pioneer Hi-Bred Algona Research Center, located at 1920 
East McGregor Road, is the third oldest Pioneer satellite 
station. The location underwent expansion in 2006, which 
was completed in 2009. This project was a $3 million 
investment that includes expanded research hybrid 
seed production and the addition of a soybean breeding 
program. There are currently 18 full-time employees 
at the center.  Historically, the Algona soybean 
breeding project started 
in 1960 as Peterson Genetics 
(Peterson Seeds) and was 
purchased by Pioneer in 
1973 and then moved 
from Waterloo to Algona 
in 2006. The Algona corn 
breeding has its origin 
in Rolfe, where it began 
in 1939 before moving 

to Algona in 1944. This location has developed and 
contributed to multiple commercial corn hybrids in the 95 
to 113 day markets. Breeding efforts for both soybeans 
and corn have focused on the northern half of Iowa and a 
portion of southern Minnesota. 

The Pioneer Production Plant is a corn production 
facility that has been in Algona since 1938 and has 67 
full time employees. A new production program was 
introduced in 2008 and now performs all cultural and 
farming practices including spring tillage, pesticide 
application, and fertilization. The plant also shells and 
packages all seed produced on-site.  

Whether at the Algona Research Center or Production 
Plant, in everything we do our priority is the success of the 
farmer—because when producers thrive, our world thrives.

Corteva Agriscience™, Agriculture Division of DowDuPont (NYSE: DWDP), is intended to become an independent, publicly traded company when the previously announced spinoff is 
complete by June 2019. The division combines the strengths of DuPont Pioneer, DuPont Crop Protection and Dow AgroSciences. Corteva Agriscience™ provides growers around the 

world with the most complete portfolio in the industry — including some of the most recognized brands in agriculture: Pioneer®, Encirca®, the newly launched Brevant™ Seeds, as well 
as award-winning Crop Protection products — while bringing new products to market through our solid pipeline of active chemistry and technologies. More information can be found at 

www.corteva.com. Follow Corteva Agriscience™, Agriculture Division of DowDuPont, on Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, Twitter and YouTube.

DUPONT PIONEER TO BECOME PART OF 
CORTEVA AGRISCIENCETM IN SECOND HALF OF 2019

About Corteva Agriscience™, Agriculture Division of DowDuPont

AG EDUCATION DAY 2019AG EDUCATION DAY 2019
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13, 2019 • 9 AM - 3:30 PM

WILD ROSE CASINO • EMMETSBURG, IA
REGISTRATION AT 8:00 AM

David Beurle
Founder & CEO,

Future iQ

Topic: Future of 
Midwest Agriculture

Chad Hart
Associate Professor of 
Economics - Iowa State 

University
Topic: Crop 

Marketing: The Good, 
The Bad, & The 

Financially Resilient

Brenda Clark Hamilton
MA, Ed.

Topic: The Mentally 
Strong Ag Leader: 

Skills to Face 
Whatever Comes Your 

Way with Wisdom & 
Confi dence

Dr. Dermot Hayes
Professor - Iowa State 

University Professor Chair 
in Agribusiness
Topic: Trade

Mike Naig- Invited
Iowa Secretary of 

Agriculture
Topic: Update on 

U.S. Trade Policies in 
Washington DC

Visit www.kossuth-edc.com and www.paloaltoiowa.com for more information.
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KELSEY THOMPSON INDUCTED INTO THE 
AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF FLORAL DESIGN

Kelsey Thompson of Bloom Floral in Algona was recently inducted 
into the American Institute of Floral Design (AIFD). The Institute is 
the fl oral industryʼs leading non-profi t organization dedicated to 
establishing, maintaining and recognizing the highest standard 
of professional fl oral design. 
Accredited membership in AIFD is 
extremely selective and can only 
be obtained after a candidate has 
effectively demonstrated advanced 
professional ability of his or her 
fl oral artistry. Thompson was invited 
to be a member after 
successfully passing a 
series of written and 
practical exams in 
2017 and her induction 
ceremony was held 
July 2nd, 2018 in 
Washington, D.C. 

K/PACEDC recognized manufacturing 
businesses and thanked them for doing 
business in our region.  K/PACEDC hosted 
the CEO Networking Luncheon held at the 
Algona KC Hall on October 2, 2018.  The 
Guest Speaker was Debi Durham, State 
Director at Iowa Economic Development 
Authority.  She discussed the economic 
impact of manufacturing in the state of 
Iowa, and also visited businesses around 
Kossuth and Palo Alto County.

THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS!

Twenty-one Independent telecommunication 
companies (ITCs) have been awarded the 2018 
Ripple Effect IMPACT Award by Aureon and Iowa 
Area Development Group. All of the companies, 
including River Valley Telecommunications Coop, are 
honored for operating revolving loan funds (RFL) that 
provide critical fi nancing for business and community 
development in rural Iowa. 

The twenty-one ITCs operate 22 funds around 
the state which in total are capitalized at over 

$9.6 million. The funds were all established with 
initial capitalization from either the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) and/or Aureon. The 
RFLs were created from 1990-2017 and have provided 
loan assistance for nearly 250 development projects. 
River Valley Telecommunications Coop, serving 
communities in Graettinger, Wallingford and Ruthven 
was among the companies honored, operating its RLF 
since 1995 and with capitalization of nearly $650,000. 

To learn more about IADG, visit www.iadg.com.

RIVER VALLEY TELECOMMUNICATION COOP AWARDED 
THE 2018 RIPPLE EFFECT IMPACT AWARD

Manager Ivan Dalen of River 
Valley Telecommunications Coop 

and Sue Cosner of Iowa Area 
Development Group.

A Volunteer Appreciation Coffee was held October 3, 2018 for the 
RSVP Volunteers of Kossuth/Palo Alto County Economic Development 
Corporation.  The volunteers are an essential part of K/PACEDCʼs team; 
over the years they have assisted the organization with many projects with 
their time and talents.  K/PACEDC appreciates everything the volunteers 
have done over the years and extends a special thank you to them. 

Pictured left to right, front row: Jean Knobloch, Jan Murray, Evelyn Lickteig, 
Marilyn Frideres.  Back Row: Janet Heupel, Carol Bonnstetter, Peg Lallier, 

Pat Bode, Sue Thomas, and Marilyn Lensing.  

OCTOBER WAS MANUFACTURING MONTH

Pictured left to right:  Maureen Elbert, K/PACEDC Executive Director, Tom Van Overbeke, 
President, Iowa Sate Bank, Debi Durham, Director, Iowa Economic Development Authority, and 
Beth Balzer, Manager, Business Development, Iowa Economic Development Authority.

Debi Durham presents to a group of area CEOʼs 
and business managers.
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CITY CLERKS HAVE BEEN BUSY THIS YEAR!

The City Clerks met in March at Titonka to listen to Cindy Kendall with ISUEO 
Offi ce of State and Local Government Programs.  Cindy presented a power-point 
presentation which included information about budget preparation, preparing 
amendments, annual examinations and audits and preparing annual reports.  
After the meeting, Karen Hamilton gave the city clerks a tour of the Buffalo 
Creek Activity Center which was the former Titonka Community School.  The 
center includes the offi ces of City Hall, the Community Center and the new 
Fitness Center.

K/PACEDC City Clerks enjoyed Christmas in July when they met for a 
roundtable discussion while enjoying breakfast at Lubyʼs in Lakota. Thank you 
to everyone who was able to join us at Lubyʼs for the tasty breakfast!

The city of Burt hosted the June City Clerkʼs 
Quarterly Meeting.  Pictured:  Mark Tomb, with 
Iowa League of Cities, was the guest speaker.  Mark 
presented on a variety of meeting topics: open 
sessions, closed meetings, income/offset pro.  Mark 
also spoke on other topics such as rules of conduct, 
violations and judicial enforcement on open meetings, 
Iowa Public Information Board (IPIB) and funding 
public libraries.

Pictured:  Jim Thompson with 
Iowa Economic Development Authority 
was the guest speaker at the September 
City Clerkʼs meeting held at Johnnyʼs in 
Wesley.  Jim presented on the Community 
Catalyst Building Remediation Program.  
Iowa Economic Development Authority 
will provide grants to communities 
for the redevelopment, rehabilitation 
or deconstruction of buildings to help 
economic growth or reinvestment into 

communities.  He also covered the Iowa Downtown Resource Center, which is a 
program that helps communities learn more about the importance of downtown 
development and how a community can make their downtown more viable. 

The City Clerks gathered for their December quarterly City Clerk meeting in 
Whittemore. They had a round table discussion and made a holiday themed 
craft by 400 Rustic Station. Thank you everyone for joining us!

Pictured above: Karen Hamilton gave a tour to city clerks of 
Titonkaʼs new Buffalo Creek Activity Center.

Pictured left to right, front row:  Maureen Elbert, Stephanie Ricke, 
Kelly Fitzgerald. Back row: Andi Thompson, Lisa Sewell, Crysti Neuman, 

Kim Elbert, Karen Hamilton, Linda Farrell and Becky Larson.

Pictured left to right, front row:   Luby Thompson, Maureen Elbert, 
Linda Farrell.  Back row:  Becky Larson, Karen Hamilton, Pam Robb, 
Crysti Neuman, Stephanie Ricke, Andi Thompson, and Lisa Sewell.

A group of panelists presented on November 28th to the K/PACEDC Human 
Resources Committee meeting that was held at Iowa State Bank in Algona.  
This is the fi rst of two meetings to be held.  This meeting discussed employee 
recruitment, and the panelists were available to answer questions and share their 
insights.  Sara Blair, HR Manager of Country Maid, was the facilitator.  The next 
meeting will be held February 13 and will cover employee retention. 

K/PACEDC HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE HOSTS MEETINGS

Panelists pictured left to right:  
Megan Wonsmos, IMT Insurance, Gail Anderson, Aventure Staffi ng, 

Adam McCoy, Skywalk Group, and Amy Berding, QPS Employment Group.
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GOLD EAGLE COOPERATIVE IS EXPANDING IN TITONKA

The Phase II expansion project in Titonka is 
currently underway and expected to be used 
during the harvest of 2018. However, looking back 
to 2 012, Gold-Eagle Cooperative made a tactical 
decision to accomplish an overarching strategic 
goal of improving facilities for the membership by 
constructing a green-fi eld grain facility at its Titonka 
location. The newly constructed facility boasted a 
storage capacity of close to 3 million bushels of 
grain, a 20,000 bushel per hour (bph) receiving 
system, a 6,000 bph grain dryer, inbound/
outbound/load-out scales, and many additional 
features. The facility was a signifi cant improvement 
over the antiquated facilities that producers used 
for so many years. In fact, the facility was such a 
success that during the harvest of 2017 it became 
apparent that a second phase of expansion was 
warranted. At one point during the 2017 harvest, 
the entrance road to the facility became a traffi c 
bottleneck with fi ve vehicles deep in both directions. 
Gold-Eagle staff acted as traffi c control to aid 
entrance to the site to prevent any accidents. 
Once the facility was full and harvest completed, 
the planning phase of the current project started 
immediately.

The concept for the new project was part of the 
initial planning that was conducted in 2012 for the 
original facility. The expectation in 2012 was to 
design the facility for future expansion should it 
be needed. After modifying the 2012 design, the 
new facility has become a second grain elevator 

co-located on the same site as 
the facility that was constructed 
in 2012. This new facility also 
has been designed with room 
for additional future expansion. 
Once operational, producers will 
have the ability to access the site 
through two different entrances 

that direct them to two separate receiving systems. 
Once on-site, the facility will have a combined 
receiving capacity of 40,000 bph and a projected 
future storage capacity of 5.25 million bushels 
of grain. Grain fl ows are integrated to the extent 
that the existing facility and new facility will be 
tied together. New and remodeled scales and 
load-out systems will increase the speed to empty 
the facility and increase the overall throughput. 
Additionally, to learn from the past and prevent 
future traffi c bottlenecks, studies are being 
conducted for the facilitation of by-pass and 
turning lanes onto the site. All of these features 
combined will provide the members of Gold-Eagle 
Cooperative another new state-of-the-art facility at 
the Titonka location. 

As was the case in 2012, Gold-Eagle Cooperative 
remains extremely excited to bring the new 
facility online. At the time, the defi nition of 
“future” was not as near-term. However, growth 
through improved services and improved facilities 
is something that Gold-Eagle Cooperative 
embraces. Achieving these strategic goals for the 
membership is an example of providing quality 
services and products, innovatively, profi tably, and 
professionally.  For more information, including 
hours of operation, contact information, and a full 
description of services offered, please visit https://
www.goldeaglecoop.com/. 

Construction of three new 
scales at the existing facility. 

Rendering showing the current facility, the Phase II 
expansion, and projected future Phase III expansion.

Construction of the new receiving system and new grain bin.  

Construction of the new 
receiving pit and scale.

CHANGE IS BLOWING IN THE WIND

In the last ten years, wind energy has taken new 
prominence as a source of clean electricity in the 
United States, and especially here in Iowa. In the last 
decade, turbine technology has improved. New models 
are larger, allowing them to produce four times more 
energy without taking up any extra land. In that same 
time, the maintenance costs and installation costs have 
dropped around 50%.

Companies such as Alliant Energy and others are 
adding wind energy to the energy mix because it helps 
keep costs competitive for Iowans. A recent study by 
the University of Texas shows wind energy is the  lowest 
cost form of energy across Iowa and most of the rest of 

the country. Wind energy also benefi ts the environment 
because it creates no emissions and uses no water. By 
adding more wind energy, power companies are also 
helping meet the growing sustainability desires of 
consumers and businesses. 

Wind farms provide property tax payments directly 
to counties and the communities surrounding them, 
helping to fund critical local initiatives including 
schools. Landowners receive lease payments for 
turbines or other equipment on their 
land to provide another ongoing source 
of revenue.

In Iowa, itʼs a mix of landowners 
embracing the growth of renewable 
energy, a strong wind resource and a 
modern energy grid that combine to 
make the area ideal to generate wind 
energy. As stewards for the environment 
and the land, Alliant Energy works to 
be a good neighbor and takes a wide 
range of steps to reduce any impact to 
the environment, while bringing strong 

economic development to area communities.
Iowa currently leads the nation by having the 

highest percentage of total energy come from the wind 
– itʼs around 37%. Wind energy is also a benefi t to the 
state and local economy since the industry employs 
more than 7,000 Iowans.

Read more about Alliant Energyʼs latest efforts on 
wind energy in Kossuth County at alliantenergy.com/
wind.
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It was another busy year for the Palo Alto 
County Conservation Board as they continue 
to make improvements to various parks, build 
partnerships, and celebrate the Nature Centerʼs 25 
year anniversary of conservation, education, and 
recreation!   

SPORTSMAN RECREATION AREA 

Sportsman Recreation Area, near Cylinder, is 
one of the Boardʼs most popular parks and consists 
of a 40 acre shooting range area and has a 30 
acre fi shing pond.  The existing clubhouse was 
renovated last year to provide restrooms, running 
water, a kitchen, and to improve the meeting room 
and open shelter areas.  Funding for the project 
came from a Palo Alto Gaming Grant.   

The clubhouse renovation provides adequate 
space for meetings and shooting events held 
throughout the year by local organizations, such 
as:  P.A. Gun Club, Pheasants Forever (youth 
hunt), Ducks Unlimited (shooting event), 4-H 
Clubs (shooting practice) and Boy Scout groups, 
law enforcement agencies (fi rearm practices and 
qualifying drills), DNR Hunter Safety Class, civic 
groups, Iowa Lakes Community College, Ringneck 
and Greenwing youth programs, and state 
organizations.  The County Conservation Board also 
hosts various meetings and uses the facility for 
their Junior Naturalist program. 

The Gun Club is open to all experience levels and 
ages.  Club members believe that it is important to 
introduce young people to the responsibilities of 
shooting by providing leadership and promoting 
family-friendly shooting range facilities.  With these 
updated amenities, the Gun Club can continue 
to develop a positive shooting atmosphere, 
increase participation, build positive community 
relationships, and ensure the viability of our ranges 
for years to come.  

LOST ISLAND-HUSTON PARK

The Conservation Board made improvements to 
the campground at Lost Island-Huston Park this past 
summer. The park is located on Lost Island Lake, 
north of Ruthven.  In 2016, the campground was 
renovated to provide larger campsites, water hook-
ups, and angled sites to pull in.  This past year, a 
restroom/shower house was built to accommodate 
the campers on the north side of the campground and 
concrete pads were completed.  Lost Island-Huston 
Park is a beautiful place for campers to come and 
enjoy a variety of outdoor recreational opportunities.  
Visitors enjoy access to the lake for fi shing, boating, 
swimming, and kayaking.  The Nature Center is also 
located across the road from the campground.  Other 
amenities throughout the park include: a fi sh cleaning 
station, recreational trail, boat ramp, dock, beach 
restroom, two picnic shelters and three lake shore 
accesses with picnic tables and grills.

 

GLACIAL LAKES & PRAIRIE 
ESCAPES REGION

The Conservation Boardʼs success comes from 
building strong and effective partnerships. For 
the past two years, the Board partnered with six 
neighboring counties in northwest Iowa to promote 
economic and community development regionally, 
and to enhance and sustain the area parks, trails, 
and natural assets.  The group consist of members 
from Buena Vista, Clay, Dickinson, Emmet, OʼBrien, 
and Palo Alto Counties and was named ʻGlacial 
Lakes and Prairie Escapes Regionʼ (GLPER) to refl ect 
the landscape of glaciers and prairies as it was 
many years ago.  GLPER is the third area in the 
state to receive approval through the Iowa Parks to 
People program.  The region features over 75 miles 
of dedicated trails, 2,915 acres of county parks, 730 
acres of state parks and 42 lakes throughout the six 
counties. 

The committee is comprised of members that 
have a shared interest of enhancing the quality of 
life for citizens and protecting our natural resources.  
Recently, MidAmerican Energy pledged $500,000 
to the Glacial Lakes and Prairie Escapes Region 
plan.  Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds was on hand 
to recognize MidAmerican Energyʼs support and 
the projectʼs website launch, along with the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources and Northwest 
Iowa Planning and Development Commission.  The 
GLPER Executive Board will use the funds on projects 
identifi ed in the plan, consistent to project viability, 
potential impact on the region, and community 
enhancement.  Conservation Director, Mary Barrick 
comments, “This has been a successful partnership 
as we work together and pool our common interests 
and resources to promote greater outcomes that 
benefi t the entire region.”  For more information, go 
to the GLPER website at:  https://lakesandprairie.
com.

PARTNERSHIPS
Working together for a shared vision is key 

to a good partnership.  Vital partnerships within 
our community include:  the Palo Alto Gun Club 
assisted with matching funds on the clubhouse 
at Sportsmanʼs; local Boy Scouts and 4-H groups 
have done ʻclean upʼ projects at the parks; the 
Iowa Department of Natural Resources has been 
instrumental in the Lost Island Lake restoration 
and rock reef projects, resulting in better water 
quality and fi sh habitat; the Lost Island Protective 
Association funded the matching funds on the fi sh 
cleaning station project; and the Palo Alto Gaming 
has awarded many grants to the Conservation 
Board over the years. Over 30 volunteers host on 
weekends or assist at annual events at the Lost 
Island Prairie Wetland Nature Center.  Conservation 
Director, Mary Barrick states, “The Conservation 
and Foundation Boards strive to provide excellent 
programs and events to teach citizens about the 
importance and sustainability of our natural 
resources.  Partnerships are crucial and play a 
major role in our success.”

 

The Conservation Foundation Board is celebrating 
the Lost Island Prairie Wetland Nature Centerʼs 25th 
Anniversary with activities planned throughout this 
year.  For the past 25 years, every visitor to the park, 
every participant in our programs, and every volunteer 
has had the opportunity to experience conservation, 
education, and recreation at its fi nest.  To observe our 
years of success, the Foundation Board encourages 
everyone to join in on the celebration by taking 
advantage of the public programs provided and 
concluding with our special Christmas open house in 
December. 

 “We have received great support as we continue to 
celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the Nature Center.  
Thank you to all who have volunteered your time and 
skills, to all who contribute fi nancially, and to all who 
support our programs.  There is much to celebrate 
in the ʻhub of the wetlandsʼ as we move forward 
with conservation, education, and recreation.” states 
Conservation Director, Mary Barrick.  Past donations 
have supported projects, such as adding a new music 
patio, a trappersʼ shack, a large turtle tank, a new 
reptile area and updating the bee display.  Recent major 
projects were renovating the restrooms, replacing the 
roof, and sealing the siding.  All donations go toward 
maintaining the Nature Center and providing quality 
programming in years to come.  

LOST ISLAND PRAIRIE WETLAND 
NATURE CENTER 

 Celebrating 25 years! 

PALO ALTO COUNTY CONSERVATION BOARD
Parks, Partnerships & 25 Year Celebration!
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

106 S. DODGE ST | SUITE 210      
ALGONA, IA 50511 | PHONE: 515.295.7979

BUSINESS INVESTORS 
$1000+

Algona Medical Clinic II
Bancroft Municipal Utilities

Bancroft Red Power
Bank Plus

Buchanan, Bibler, Gabor & Meis
Central Financial Group

Corn Belt Power Cooperative
Country Maid, Inc.

Cozzini, LLC
DuPont-Pioneer

Erpelding, Voigt & Company
Farmers State Bank

Farmers & Traders Savings Bank
Hormel Foods Corp.

Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative
Iowa State Bank
ITC Midwest, LLC

Klein Insurance Agency
Kossuth County Community Foundation

Kossuth Regional Health Center
MaxYield Cooperative
MidAmerican Energy

Midland Power Cooperative
Northwest Bank

PFI - Precision Food Innovations
Pharmacists Mutual Insurance Company

Security State Bank
Smithfi eld Hog Production

Snap-on
StateLine Cooperative
Titonka Savings Bank

UMC ReTech
Walker Chiropractic & Wellness, PC

White Transfer & Storage

BUSINESS INVESTORS 
$500 - $999

Algona Publishing Company
Alliant Energy

Aluma
Counsel Offi ce & Document

Dotson, Guenther, Christian, & Lauer Law Firm
Drs. Klepper & Trainer, ODS

Erpelding Excavating Enterprise
Farm & Home Services
Gold Eagle Cooperative

Green Plains Renewable Energy
Heartland Mutual Insurance Association

Hy-Vee
Kemna Auto Center

Kossuth Abstract & Title Company
McMahon, Stowater, Lynch & Laddusaw

North Iowa Lumber & Design
Protein Resources

Redingʼs Gravel & Excavating / Edwards Contracting 
Suidae Health & Production

West Iowa Bank
Whittemore Municipal Utilities

BUSINESS INVESTORS 
$250 - $499

AI Processors/Balchem
Algona Floor Design
AmericInn of Algona

Becker Construction & Ag Sales 
Blacktop Service Company

Bloom Floral Design Boutique
Bob Becker Construction

Brenda Clark-Hamilton  “Professional Growth Programs”
Buscher Bros. RV 

Central States Agency
Crossroads of Algona
Deitering Bros., Inc.

Dump It Sanitation & Recycling
Farmers Cooperative Elevator
Foertsch Plumbing & Heating

Grass Masters
Henry-Olson Funeral Homes

KLGA/KLGZ
Mark Studer

North Iowa Appliance Center
Northwest Communications

Northwest Telephone Cooperative
Oakcrest Funeral Services

Roethler Electric
Ruhnke Bros. Full Service Repair & Car Wash

Standard Nutrition Services
State Farm Insurance

Stuart Simonson, CPA
The Chocolate Season/Bradley Jensen Photography

Titonka-Burt Communications
Wallace Water Conditioning

Woodruff Construction

BUSINESS INVESTORS 
$50 - $249

Algona Family YMCA
Algona Hearing Center

Algona Machine & Supply
Algona Manor Care Center

Ayrshire Farmers Mutual Telephone Co.
Blair & Amanda Redenius
Boyken Insurance Agency
Columbia Hall Association

D. J. & Jean Shey
G-Force Customs

Johnnyʼs Restaurant
Kossuth County Farm Bureau

Lake Mills Motor Sports II
Lone Rock Cooperative Telephone Company

Mary Schaaf Design
Midwest Building Materials

Reutzel Excavating
Schmitt Hardware
spa-dee-dah, too!

The Quilted Steeple
Tom Eischen Sales

BBUSINESSUSINESS  
INVESTORS

20182018

Kossuth County Board of Supervisors and communities in Kossuth County also 
contribute funding dollars to assist with our programs
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PALO ALTO COUNTY
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

BUSINESS INVESTORS 
$1000+

Ag Processing (AGP)
Community Lumber Supply
Corn Belt Power Cooperative
Erpelding, Voigt & Company

Iowa Lakes Community College
Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative

Iowa State Bank
Iowa Trust & Savings Bank

MaxYield Cooperative
MidAmerican Energy

POET Biorefi ning
POET-DSM Project Liberty 

West Iowa Bank

20182018

BBUSINESSUSINESS  
INVESTORSINVESTORS

Palo Alto County Board of Supervisors and communities 
in Palo Alto County also contribute funding dollars to 

assist with our programs

BUSINESS INVESTORS 
$500 - $999

Bank Plus
Farmers State Bank

K & W Electric
Palo Alto County Health System

Protein Resources
River Valley Telecommunications

Wild Rose Casino & Resort

BUSINESS INVESTORS 
$250 - $499

North Iowa Lumber & Design
Wallace Water Conditioning

BUSINESS INVESTORS 
$50 - $249

Cottington, Stowell, & Stillman Insurance
State Farm Insurance (David Olson)

Kossuth/Palo Alto County
Economic Development 

/

Corporation
p
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