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AMES, Iowa – Americaʼs SBDC Iowa (SBDC) is pleased to 
announce that Larry Wajda is the new Regional Director for 
Northwest Iowa SBDC at Iowa Lakes Community College, 
located on the Spencer Campus. Wajda will advise and train 
entrepreneurs and existing business owners in Dickinson, Clay, 
Emmet, Kossuth, Lyon, OʼBrien, Osceola, and Sioux counties. 

“We are more than excited to have Larry Wajda join our 
team. His background and skills will be a wonderful addition to 
the statewide services provided,” says SBDC State Director Lisa 
Shimkat. 

Wajda was born and raised in Council Bluffs, graduating from 
the University of Iowa and receiving his M.B.A from Wayne State 
College. During his time at the University of Iowa, Wajda was a 
member of the wrestling team and involved with R.O.T.C. After 
military service and graduation, Wajda owned and operated 
Iowa Health Associates, which expanded across the Midwest 
into Nebraska and South Dakota. His agency accumulated 
many awards and recognitions, including Wellmarkʼs top 
individual producer award 2 times. He sold that company and 
spent the next chapter of his life in marketing and sales with 
Community First Broadcasting, focusing on the Northwest Iowa 
region and small business owners. Most recently, Wajda spent 
almost 9 years with Coca-Cola and Atlantic Bottling, focusing 
on new tavern and restaurant installation and development. 
This includes over 250 new businesses and expansions in 

Northwest Iowa and Southern Minnesota! Away from the offi ce 
and activities of his 4 children, Wajda owns and operates 
Ironhawk Wrestling Academy, and loves to fi sh, hunt, and enjoy 
country concerts with his wife Abbi of 21 years. Wajda is excited 
to partner with Americaʼs SBDC and small business owners 
in Northwest Iowa, to develop, assist and create successful 
entrepreneurs. As a fun fact, Wajda is trilingual, offering 
services in Spanish and American Sign Language.

Americaʼs SBDC Iowa is an outreach program of Iowa State 
Universityʼs Ivy College of Business and the Offi ce of Economic 
Development and Industry Relations. Iowa State University 
does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, age, ethnicity, 
religion, national origin, pregnancy, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, genetic information, sex, marital status, disability, or 
status as a U.S. Veteran. Inquiries regarding non-discrimination 
policies may be directed to the Offi ce of Equal Opportunity, 3410 
Beardshear Hall, 515 Morrill Road, Ames, Iowa 50011, Tel. 515-
294-7612, Hotline 515-294-1222, email eooffi ce@iastate.edu. 

Funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the 
U.S. Small Business Administration, Americaʼs SBDC Iowa has 15 
regional assistance centers located strategically across the state. 
Since the programʼs inception in 1981, the SBDC has helped 
Iowa businesses and entrepreneurs through no-fee, confi dential, 
customized, professional business counseling and practical, 
affordable training workshops.
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